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The earlier proton radiation therapy (PRT) guidelines were created and communicated to all clinical trial groups by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) in 2007. The guidelines were revised 2010 and again communicated to the clinical trial groups. These new 2012 guidelines represent advances in proton radiation therapy and hopefully clarify any previous confusion. 

There are potential advantages to patients from PRT but substantial concerns persist as protons are more sensitive than photons to uncertainties in the processes of planning and delivering radiation therapy. Hence the need for approvals, protocol-specific credentialing, and quality assurance requirements that are specific for PRT in NCI funded clinical trials.  The guide​lines, can be accessed either on the RPC website (http://rpc.mdanderson.org) or ATC website (http://atc.wustl.edu/) are intended to ensure that PRT is employed safely and consistently in the setting of multi-institutional cooperative group clinical trials so that neither patient safety nor the study is compromised. These guidelines only specify the requirements on any facility that uses PRT to treat those patients participating in any applicable NCI-supported clinical trial. They were not to be construed as prescriptive of standards of care. 


Unlike previous newly introduced radiation therapy treatment modalities, PRT requires an approval process prior to being allowed to enter patients onto NCI-supported clinical trials. This approval process is detailed in the guidelines, and is listed below.

a. Completion of the proton facility questionnaire

(http://www.qarc.org/benchmarks/Proton_Questionnaire.pdf)

b. Annual monitoring of the proton beam calibrations by the RPC
c. 
Ability to electronically transfer treatment plans 

(http://atc.wustl.edu/resources/index.html)

d. 
Successful irradiation of the RPC’s baseline proton phantom(s)

e. 
Successful completion of an on-site dosimetry review visit, to occur only after the center has been routinely treating patients for a minimum of 6 months and no fewer than 3 anatomical disease sites, and completion of the site visit report by the RPC recommending approval.

The RPC will coordinate the completion of the approval processes in conjunction with the other quality assurance offices. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact the RPC (713) 745-8989.
